
 

PIB Weekly News  
A U G U S T  2 3 ,  2 0 1 9  W W W . U S D 2 5 9 . O R G / R O B I N S O N / P I B  

Team News 
UPCOMING 

EVENTS:  

 August 29:  6th 

grade Mixer 3:15-

5:00 

 Sept. 2:  No School 

 Sept. 3:  Volleyball 

Tryouts begin 

 Sept. 5:  Kona Ice 

at Lunch 

 Sept.8 :  Chicken & 

Pickle-All School 

Fundraiser (5:30-

7:30) 

 Sept. 10:  Founda-

tion and PTSO 

Meeting 

 Sept. 11:  Picture 

Day 

 Sept. 14:  Cross 

Country Meet 

 Sept. 17:  Il Vicino 

Night (E. Douglas) 

 Sept. 19:  Kona Ice 

at lunch 

 Sept. 20:  Official 

Enrollment Count 

Day 

 Sept 23:  Volleyball 

at Robinson 

PTSO is hosting the Robinson 

6th Grade Mixer Thursday, 

August 29 from 3:15-5:00pm. 

Tickets will be sold during lunch.  

Students will need their ID for 

purchasing a ticket and entering 

the dance.   

 

Students will be checking their 

grades and community service 

hours completed and turned in 

each Monday in CHARGE time.  

They will make a list of any 

assignments missing, so they 

can get everything turned in.  If 

they would like to work on any 

assignments they can come to    

ZAP on Tuesday and Thursday in 

room 217.  If a student has a D 

or and F in any class they will be 

required to come to ZAP until the 

grade is brought up.  ZAP is available 

to ANY PIB student 

who would like  to 

come in at lunch 

and recess on 

Tuesday and 

Thursday for 

additional worktime 

for any class.  Students can get a 

pass from any teacher BEFORE 6th 

hour and MUST have their ID. 

Computers are available for students 

to use during this time.  

 

Did you complete any community 

service hours this summer?  Make 

sure you write your reflection and 

turn in your community service forms 

to your CHARGE Teacher.  If you have 

any questions please see Ms. 

Mandelbaum (6th Grade) and Ms. 

Rowley (7th and 8th Grade).  Log 

sheets are available on our team 

page on the Robinson Website.   

Sixth Graders need to complete 15 

hours, Seventh Graders 20 hours, 

and Eighth Graders 25 hours. Half 

of the hours are due to their 

CHARGE teacher by Friday, 

December 6.  If the hours are not 

completed Social Studies grades 

will be lowered 10%. 

 

Please make sure you are checking 

Parent/Student Vue for the most 

up to date grades.  Thank you for 

your support!  Please contact us if 

you have any questions or 

concerns.   
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Volunteers Needed 

Know of a Community  
Service Opportunity?   

Email Denise Van Horn at dvanhorn@usd259.net to include on this page.   

Have you heard of Volunteer Kansas? It’s a website 

(www.volunteerkansas.org) for people who want to find 

exciting and useful ways to engage in their community.  

Students can browse opportunities to volunteer by loca-

tion or by their interests. 

United Way has a website that lists 

volunteer opportunities for teens.  For 

more information, visit http://

www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-

volunteers/ . 

Turn in hours to your CHARGE Teacher. 

Check google classroom for the number 

of hours you have turned in. 
Students can join Google Classroom  

1. Sign into the portal (https://portal.usd259.net)  (MUST USE THEIR USD259 account) 

2. Click on Google Classroom 

3. Click on the + in the upper right to join a class 

4. Use the Classroom Code:  ajoks4 

http://www.volunteerkansas.org/
http://www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-volunteers/
http://www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-volunteers/
http://www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-volunteers/
https://portal.usd259.net
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Sixth Grade PIB 
Berry—Math Berry—Science 

Callard—Language Arts Flores—Spanish 

Our topic of study this week continues to be Fac-

tors and Area.  We will finish the final two lessons, 

learn about MATHIA, complete our first test study 

guide, and take our first test (Friday) online this 

week.  Thank you to all that have been assisting 

with homework.  I hope there hasn’t been too 

much.  Email any  questions you might have.  I’m 

really enjoying working with your children.  They 

are enthusiastic and hard-working! 

This week our focus is converting metric measurements from one 

unit into another.  In order to meet our district math standards, we 

convert using the method of multiplying by a conversion factor of 

one.  If you are helping your child at home, please help them un-

derstand the math, not take shortcuts.   Also,  I will be checking 

pages 1-7 in their science spirals, so please make sure you’ve 

signed the safety contract on page 7.  All spirals should be num-

bered up to page 50 by their grading date (see page one of the 

spiral).  Page 2 of their spirals explains the grading rubric I will use 

to judge pages 5-7 of the spiral.  Please email any ques-

tions.  Thank you all for bringing the supplies at the beginning of 

the year! 

Mandelbaum—Language Arts Mandelbaum—Social Studies 

Polson—Spanish Taylor—Math 

We will be finishing up our study of Brown Girl 

Dreaming covering literary terms such as memoir, 

onomatopoeia, and imagery. We will then begin 

our writing of our summer interview. 

We will be studying about Hunting and Gathering 

in early man and then the lifestyle changes which 

occurred once the Agricultural Revolution began. 

We continue the literary Big Idea of “Childhood.” 

Students have learned to write summaries of a 

passage using accurate but concise details. Next 

week, we expect our new Wordly Wise vocabulary 

books to arrive and are excited to start tackling 

ACT and SAT vocabulary. Thank you so much to 

those families who contributed to our workbook 

scholarship fund! 

6th graders have been working hard to learn a 

variety of commands by a method called "Total 

Physical Response".  Students are up and moving 

and getting a great workout everyday!  We will 

continue with commands next week and have a 

quiz on Friday, August 30th, over labelling parts 

of the body.  (There will be a word bank!) 

Students have been busy taking in a long vocabu-

lary list on body words and commands this week! 

We will be connected via Google Classroom where 

they can access all our resources by the 23rd. 

Monster homework is due on the 26th and our first 

quiz is the 30th. 

Using the distributive property, students can cal-

culate the areas of a variety of of figures: trian-

gles, parallelograms, and trapezoids.  



Flores—Spanish Jenney—Science 

Lavacek—Language Arts Rowley—Social Studies 

Sims—Language Arts Sinsel—Math 

Van Horn—Math 

We will finsih working on Module 3 Topic 1:  Algebraic Expressions with a test on Thursday, August 29.  

This year students are asked to complete 25% of the curriculum each nine weeks.  They will have time 

each week in class to work towards this goal.  If you need additional help, ZAP is available on Tuesday 

and Thursday at lunch in my classroom. 

Students will read the short story “Seventh 

Grade” by Gary Soto. As part of this reading, stu-

dents will identify literary elements, examine 

Soto’s use of devices to develop character and 

theme, and create their own stories of seventh 

grade thus far. 

This coming week, the seventh graders will con-

tinue our study of narrative text elements and fic-

tion, including reading “7th Grade” by Gary Soto. 

7th Grade Math 7+:  Math students finished up this week with a test 

over algebraic expressions.  On Monday, we’ll have our first day of 

Mathia – students will need to complete 25% of the Mathia curriculum 

each quarter for full credit, which means they may have to work on 

their own at home.  They will also have access to computers during ZAP 

time at school if they’d like to get ahead! The rest of the week, we’ll 

begin the topic involving 2-step equations and inequalities. 

7th Grade Algebra:  Algebra students continue to work through the 

Quantities and Relationships topic.  On Friday, we had our first day of 

Mathia - students will need to complete 25% of the Mathia curriculum 

each quarter for full credit, which means they may have to work on 

their own at home.  They will also have access to computers during ZAP 

time at school if they’d like to get ahead! 

We will finish our physical geography core con-

cepts (maps, latitude and longitude, climate) this 

week with a fun review game/race on Friday.  4  
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Seventh Grade PIB 

Students will complete a variety of activities next 

week using technology and the "Total Physical Re-

sponse" method to help them describe items in a 

classroom and indicate where things are located 

by using prepositions.  Flashcards for this chapter 

are due on Tuesday, August 27th. 

Seventh Grade Science classes will be studying 

electromagnetism next week. 
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Eighth Grade PIB 

Van Horn—Math 

Welcome back 8th Grade Rams!  We will begin working on Module 1 Topic 1:  Quantities and Relation-

ships.  This year students are asked to complete 25% of the curriculum each nine weeks.  They will have 

time each week in class to work towards this goal.  If you need additional help, ZAP is available on Tues-

day and Thursday at lunch in my classroom. 

Flores—Spanish Jenney—Science 

Lavacek—Language Arts Rowley—Social Studies 

Sims—Language Arts Sinsel—Math (2nd Hour) 

Sinsel—Math (4th Hour) Taylor—Math 

Algebra students continue to work through the Quanti-

ties and Relationships topic.  On Friday, we had our 

first day of Mathia - students will need to complete 

25% of the Mathia curriculum each quarter for full 

credit, which means they may have to work on their 

own at home.  They will also have access to computers 

during ZAP time at school if they’d like to get ahead! 

Using rigid transformations, students were able to 

alter a square and tessellate the new figure 

across a plane using translations, rotations, and 

reflections. Students will also construct a coordi-

nate grid across a plane using standard tools.  

This coming week, the eighth graders will continue 

working with literary text elements. We will also 

begin our suspense fiction unit with “The Chaser” 

by John Collier. 

Algebra students continue to work through the Quanti-

ties and Relationships topic.  On Friday, we had our 

first day of Mathia - students will need to complete 

25% of the Mathia curriculum each quarter for full 

credit, which means they may have to work on their 

own at home.  They will also have access to comput-

ers during ZAP time at school if they’d like to get 

ahead! 

Students will be starting a Narrative Non-Fiction unit. 

We will start by telling oral stories in the spirit of The 

Moth podcast and radio show. This week students will 

build a community agreement, examine the elements 

of good stories, practice delivering their own stories, 

and developing ways to celebrate peers’ stories. The 

unit will culminate in a Story Slam at which each stu-

dent will share their story.  

We will continue to look at the formation of the 

English colonies.  We will learn about the Salem 

Witch Trails, and students will be doing research 

about a more modern event to determine if it was 

also a “witch hunt”.  Students will be producing 

their first piece of formal writing this year for this 

assignment.  

On Friday, August 30th, students will take a quiz that will 
require them to know how to correctly spell  all of the 
vocabulary words from Chapter 4B in their textbooks.  A 
great tool for preparing for this quiz is the quizlet.com 
website.  In the site's search box, please type "tktflores" 
and look for my link to Chapter 4B.  

Eighth Grade Science classes will be studying 

waves next week. 
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If you wish to contact any of the Pre-IB teachers with questions please 
note the following contact information.  You can leave a message by 

phone for any teacher at 973-8600. 

Berry, Kathleen  
6th Grade Math and Science 
Email:  kberry@usd259.net 

 
 

Callard, Tracy 
6th Grade Language Arts 

Email:  tcallard@usd259.net 
 
 

Flores, Tara 
6th, 7th, 8th Grade Spanish 
Email:  tflores@usd259.net 

 
 

Jenney, Charles  
7th and 8th Grade Science 

Email:  cjenney@usd259.net 
 
 

Lavacek, Molly  
7th and 8th Grade Language Arts 

Email:  mlavacek@usd259.net 
 
 

Mandelbaum, Susan  
6th Gr. Language Arts & Social Studies 
Email:  smandelbaum@usd259.net 

 
 

Polson, Elizabeth  
6th, 7th, 8th Grade Spanish 

Email:  epolson@usd259.net 
 
 

Rowley, Michele  
7th and 8th Grade Social Studies 

Email:  mrowley@usd259.net 
 
 

Sims, Katherine  
7th and 8th Grade Language Arts 

Email:  ksims@usd259.net 
 
 

Sinsel, Jennifer  
7th and 8th Grade Math 

Email:  jsinsel@usd259.net 
 
 

Taylor, Mike 
6th and 8th Grade Math 

Email:  mtaylor4@usd259.net 
 
 

Van Horn. Denise  
Team Leader 

7th and 8th Grade Math 
Email:  dvanhorn@usd259.net 

Website 
http://www.usd259.org/robinson/pib 

The page gives team information.  A Weekly Newsletter (published Friday afternoons) 
will be posted.  The newsletter will give information about topics of study and events 

for the following week.  To access classroom websites you will need to use your 
Parent/Student Vue account. 


